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GOD’S SIGN LANGUAGE 
Pastor Jim Dunn  
(with much indebtedness to Max Lucado, He Chose the Nails, pp 46-47) 

 

 

 

Author Max Lucado tells a story about his Uncle Carl. When still a child, Uncle Carl got 

the measles really bad. The long term effect was he was no longer able to hear or 

speak. After that, few people in his life spoke his language. But Carl’s older brother, 

Max Lucado’s dad, was one of them. When I first read that line in one of Lucado’s 

books, I was taken by surprise. I, like most of Max’s fans, know that his father was an 

auto mechanic. Not exactly the first person you’d expect to be able to speak a 

second language. In fact, Lucado says his father never finished high school. Never 

went to college. Never saw the need to learn any other language. But, being the 

older brother, maybe he felt protective of Carl.  
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Jesus Heals a Deaf Man 

31 Then he returned from the region of Tyre and went through Sidon to the Sea of 

Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32 And they brought to him a man who was deaf 

and had a speech impediment, and they begged him to lay his hand on him. 33 And 

taking him aside from the crowd privately, he put his fingers into his ears, and after spitting 

touched his tongue. 34 And looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, 

“Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35 And his ears were opened, his tongue was released, 

and he spoke plainly. 36 And Jesus charged them to tell no one. But the more he charged 

them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. 37 And they were astonished beyond 

measure, saying, “He has done all things well. He even makes the deaf hear and the mute 

speak.” 
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Whatever the reason, he took the time to learn his younger brother’s language. Max 

says that when he was growing up, whenever his dad and Uncle Carl were together, 

the two would find a corner and the hands would fly. And they would have a great 

time. Max never heard his uncle say thank you, but Carl’s huge smile left no doubt he 

was grateful… because his brother “spoke” to him in sign language! 

 

To the man who was deaf and had a speech impediment, Jesus spoke also in sign 

language. This man was brought to Him, his friends begging Jesus to lay hands on him.  

 

First, Jesus took the man aside privately. Probably to better communicate with him, to 

have the man’s undivided attention, to be able to explain to him what Jesus was 

going to do.  

 

Next, Jesus put His fingers in the deaf man’s ears. Kind of a sign language way of 

saying, “Something’s about to happen to you right here, on this part of your body.”  

 

Then, Jesus spit on the ground. Spittle was used in medicine at that time. The spitting 

was a kind of sign language way of saying, “I’m going to do something medical to 

you.”  

 

Then, He touched the man’s tongue with His finger. Kind of a sign language way of 

saying, “I’m going to help you talk more plainly.”  

 

Jesus then looked up to heaven. Kind of a sign language way of saying, “This isn’t 

going to be magic. It’s going to be God’s doing.”  

 

Then Jesus said to him, “Ephphatha!” Meaning, “Be opened!” In order to let the deaf 

man know He was opening his ears and loosing his tongue.  

 

Jesus used signs! 
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That is one way God speaks to the world. He provides a number of signs so that 

people know there is a God: the creation, the intelligent design of life, and the human 

conscience which tells us right from wrong. From these signs, should people just know 

there is a God who loves them? 

 

God speaks also to us His people of faith in a kind of sign language. Do we always 

believe that there is a God who loves us? Well, He does give us signs of His love for us. 

The rainbow was a sign to Noah of God’s promise to never again destroy the people 

of the world through flood. God used the many stars in the sky as a sign to Abraham of 

how numerous his descendants would be. God gave circumcision to Israel as a sign 

that they were His chosen people. To us in these latter days He gives the signs of 

Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. From these signs, we should certainly know that God 

loves us.  

 

But sometimes we miss the signs. They’re there. We just miss them. Overlook them. In 

the course of the day or the week or in witness opportunities we forget them. 

Sometimes people miss the signs. Doctors don’t always pick up on the warning signs 

and end up misdiagnosing an illness. Drivers miss traffic signs and end up going too fast 

in a school zone. Pitchers don’t always pick up the signs from their catchers and end 

up throwing a pitch the catcher wasn’t expecting. The police don’t always pick up on 

the warning signs that a person is truly dangerous, and tragedy can be the result. 

Husbands don’t always pick up on their wives’ signs that they’re upset. You’ve invited 

a guest over on the spur of the moment. Your wife wants to straighten the house real 

quick and asks you to help. While she’s dusting and vacuuming, you decide that now 

is the best time to go through that box of stuff that’s been sitting at the front door. So, 

you’ve emptied the box on the living room floor where she’s trying to clean. She gives 

you one of those looks. But you keep right on doing what you’re doing. She asks you 

about what you’re doing. But she’s not really asking. Her tone of voice is chilly enough 

to freeze hell. But you keep right on working on your project. When she gets finished 

cleaning the whole house by herself, you discover that she’s angry with you. And you 

can’t figure out why, all because you missed the signs.  
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So, if people miss such obvious signs, what about God’s signs? Sometimes we, the 

people of God, miss the signs of His love. The prophet Jonah finally obeyed God. He 

went to the city of Nineveh and told the people there to repent. Then, he went up on 

a hill overlooking the city and watched to see what was going to happen. He was 

waiting for the fireworks. He fully expected God to destroy the city even though 

Nineveh repented. Why? Because he had missed the sign of God’s love. God had 

opened the mouth of a great fish to swallow Jonah so he wouldn’t drown. Then, God 

opened the mouth of that great fish again so it would vomit Jonah safely onto dry 

land. What a sign of God’s love! Jonah had disobeyed God! As we sometimes do, 

Jonah had gone in the opposite direction from where God had told him to go. And as 

with us, God still forgave him, spared him, and gave him a second chance. But it had 

no effect on what Jonah believed about God. He still expected God to not forgive 

Nineveh. 

 

Sometimes you simply miss the signs of God’s love. That He is a God of love. You 

overlook them. Or you forget them. Perhaps, that’s why He has given us so many signs. 

He knows this happens. So, Jesus gave the deaf man numerous signs that He was 

going to open his ears and his mouth, just as He had opened the mouth of that great 

fish.  

 

God gives you many signs, too… the cross of His Son, His open wounds, and His open, 

empty tomb on Easter. These signs and many others He gives you to open your ears to 

His Word, to hear the truth, to hear of His love. These signs of His love He gives to you to 

open your mouth - to loosen your tongue so that you may tell of His love to those who 

miss the signs of God’s existence. Who, like you, shouldn’t miss them, but like you, they 

do.   

 

It was at the cross that Jesus completely opened Himself for you. He held nothing 

back. He opened Himself for you to open the gates of heaven to you. His holding 

nothing back opens your ears to His Word and opens your mouth to witness, to say 

publically as these witnesses did: “Jesus has done all things well. He even makes the 

deaf hear and the mute speak.” 

Amen 


